So  CONSTITUTIONA L LAW OF BRITISH DOMINIONS
Chapter interpretation of the discussions at the Arms Traffic
__1   Convention may be incorrect, for the doctrine there
enunciated may merely mean that the terms of a con-
vention have no application as between the various
territories of a member of the League, i.e. between the
United Kingdom and the Crown Colonies and Protec-
torates; but that is irrelevant, for the Conference of
1926 accepted unanimously, and no Dominion Parlia-
ment dissented from, the view that relations of the
parts of the Commonwealth inter se are not relations
of international law. No doubt the Free State later
repented of its admissions at the Conference of 1926,
and it took the opportunity to raise the issue indirectly
in connection with the signature of the Optional Clause
of the Statute of the Permanent Court of International
Justice in 1929.1 The British and the other Dominion
Governments accepted that clause which renders refer-
ence to the Court compulsory in certain circumstances
with the express exclusion of disputes with the Govern-
ment of any other member of the League which is a
member of the British Commonwealth of Nations, "all
of which disputes shall be settled in such manner as
the parties have agreed or shall agree". The Irish Free
State acceptance was absolute on the sole condition of
reciprocity, and it was energetically denied that the
British reservation was valid within the terms of the
Statute, and the claim was made that the Irish Govern-
ment would be able in any case under the Statute with
the British Government to apply to the Court in
defiance of the British reservation. It is clear that the
1 Keith, Speeches and Documents on the British Dominions, p. 414.
In 1929 Mr. McGiUigan admitted that the Kellogg Pact could not be
deemed to apply between the parts of the Empire.